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Passion  Play  at  Oberammergau  1900. 


The  chief  representations  take  place  on  the  following 

days; 


May: 

24  ll!  and  27111. 

June: 

4=,  10  lb.,  1 6 . lb,  1 7 lb,  24  '!’  and  29  b. 

July: 

il,  8b,  15b,  i8b,  22b  and  29b. 

August: 

5b,  8b,  12b,  15b,  19b,  25b  and  : 

September : 

2A,  8 b,  9 b,  16  b,  23  b and  30  b. 

Price  of  the  tickets: 

I.  Place:  Mark  10.—  ; II.  Place:  Mark  8. — ; III.  Place;  Mark  6. — ; 
IV.  Place;  Mark  4. — and  V.  Place:  Mark  2. — . 


Information  respecting  the  journey  and  the  sojourn  at 
Innsbruck  can  be  had  at 

The  „Stadtische  Fremdenverkehrs-Section 
in  Innsbruck,  TyroP. 
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Innsbruck. 


P robably  there  is  no  Euro- 
pean town  of  its  size  which 
combines  in  such  a marked 
degree  as  does  Innsbruck,  the 
three  characteristics : 


Beauty  of  surroundings, 

Local  advantage. 

Importance  as  a thoroughfare. 


Fortunate  are  those  tra- 
vellers deemed  who  can  take 
to  themselves  time  to  linger  at 
Innsbruck  for  rest  and  recre- 
ation, and  also  for  a certain 
amount  of  study  and  prepa- 
ration which  will  enable  them 
to  enjoy  fully  the  countless 
lines  of  travel  opening  before 
them. 

Not  only  do  most  impor- 
tant railways  unite  at  Inns- 
bruck. There  spreads  outward 
a radius  of  magnificent  carri- 
ageroads  which  we  owe  mainly 
to  the  ancient  Romans,  who 
are  acknowledged  to  have  been 
the  most  excellent  roadmakers 
of  all  time. 


„Goldenes  Dachl“  and  „Stadtthurm“ 
Innsbruck. 


On  these  roads,  and  in  carriages  at  our  own  disposal,  we 
may  travel  most  leisurely,  comfortably,  and  rationally,  through 
some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the  world. 

To  plan  such  excursions,  and  to  see  that  they  are  carried 
out  with  every  detail  that  mav  ensure  comfort  and  enjoyment, 
has  long  been  a special  province  of  the  hotels  and  inns  at 
Innsbruck. 

Of  these  excursions  there  is  one  which  will  engage  the 
attention  of  hundreds  of  tourists  this  summer:  namely,  that  from 
Innsbruck  to  Oberammergau,  this  being  the  year  for  the 
performance  of  the  worldrenowned  Passion  Play  which  is  given 
at  Oberammergau  every  tenth  year. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  performances  of 
this  play  begin  in  May,  and  that  for  many  reasons  it  is  preferable 
for  people  of  leisure  to  make  the  trip  to  Oberammergau  in  May, 
June,  or  early  In  July.  The  vast  crowd  of  vacation  tourists 
who  swarm  through  Europe  after  the  middle  of  July,  make  it 
a very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the  best  theatre  tickets,  and  the 
best  accomodation  at  Oberammergau.  Of  course  it  will  readily 
be  also  understood  that  the  tine  scenery  appears  to  the  best 
advantage  in  the  earlier  summer,  and  that  tourists  of  leisure 
are  then  more  apt  to  meet  wdth  quiet  and  congenial  travelling 
companions. 

The  most  direct  carriage  route  from  Innsbruck  to  Ober- 
ammergau runs  via  Zirl,  Seefeld,  Mittenwald,  Partenkirchen, 
Oberau. 

This  trip  may  be  taken  in  12  hours:  the  return,  in  10 

hours.  It  may  thus  be  made  w’ithout  stopping  over  night  on 

the  way,  but  travellers  are  advised  to  remain  over  night  at 

Mittenwald  or  Partenkirchen,  wTere  the  Post  inns  are  recom- 
mended. In  this  manner  the  trip  is  pleasantly  broken,  and  an 
opportunity  is  afforded  for  securing  good  accommodation  at 

Oberammergau,  in  case  this  has  not  already  been  done. 

Charming  as  this  excursion  undoubtedly  is,  we  would  most 
earnestly,  from  personal  experience,  recommend  an  enlargement 
of  the  tour  to  all  those  who  have  the  necessary  time  at  their 
command. 


StadtsUle  Innsbruck. 


This  enlarged  tour  would  embrace  an  excursion  to  the 
three  celebrated  artistic  castles  of  the  Bavarian  Highlands : 
Hohenschwangau,  Neuschwanstein,  Linderhof  — an  excursion 
which  has  become  classical  in  the  annals  of  many  a Hotel  at 
Innsbruck. 

This  trip  has  been  so  graphically  described.  How  well 
we  remember  it  all  now:  the  drive  past  the  towering  Martins- 
wand,  which  is  a spur  of  the  great  Solstein  Mountain ; the 
quaint  agricultural  village  of  Zirl;  Telfs,  with  its  church  of  con- 
trasting towers;  the  friendly  Inn  of  the  Post,  at  Nassereit ! 
Here,  at  this  latter  place,  one  may  dine  comfortably,  to  tra- 
verse afterward  the  romantic  Fern-Pass,  which  is  so  closely 
associated  with  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  King  Ludwig  11. 
of  Bavaria,  whose  apartments  are  still  shown  at  the  Inn  of 
Fernstein. 

The  road  runs  on  to  Lermoos,  Tirol.  One  may  spend  the 
night  most  comfortably  either  at  the  Post  Inn,  Nassereit,  or  at 
the  Three  Moors  iDrei  Mohreni  of  Lermoos.  Both  ot  these  are 
old-fashioned  Tirolean  inns  of  the  best  kind. 

Front  Lermoos  the  road  runs  to  Reutte,  Tirol,  where  it 
is  advisable  to  spend  the  night  at  the  Post  Inn,  that  one  may 
proceed  on  the  following  morning  to  the  castles  of  Neuschwan- 
stein and  Hohenschwangau.  An  early  start  is  recommended, 
as,  at  some  seasons,  the  former  castle  is  open  only  in  the 
morning. 

The  road  now  passes  through  F u s s e n,  Bavaria,  a town 
possessing  a picturesque  castle  and  church.  The  latter  is  devoted 
to  the  memory  of  St.  Magnus,  who  is  said  to  have  once  crossed 
the  neighboring  River  Lech  at  a single  bound.  A statue  of  this 
saint,  near  the  church,  represents  him  dressed  as  a monk,  and 
in  the  act  of  slaying  a dragon. 

After  leaving  Fussen  one  follows  the  green  Plan  Lake, 
where  it  is  pleasant  to  stop,  if  time  permits,  and  enjoy  a break- 
fast of  trout  at  a litre  inn,  the  Forelle,  by  the  water  side. 

A little  farther  on,  the  road  approaches  once  more  the 
dividing  line  between  Bavaria  and  Tirol.  Here  an  unpretending 
monument  is  seen,  which  commemorates  the  action  of  Bavaria 
in  securing  the  unite"  of  modern  Germany.  This  action  was 
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Castle  Ambras  near  Innsbruck. 


due  to  the  unselfish  and  far-seeing  policy  of  King  Ludwig  11.. 
mentioned  above,  whose  history  and  sad  fate  are  too  widely 
known  to  require  repetition  here.  To  this  King  are  also  due 
the  construction  and  adornment  of  Neuschwanstein  Castle,  which 
is  poised  so  grandly  far  above  the  plains  against  a background 
of  forest. 

In  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  Schwan  or  swan  idea  which 
appeals  to  us  in  these  castles,  we  have  a reminiscence  of  the 
Swan  Knight  legends  remotely  connected  with  the  Bavarian 
Royal  House.  The  swan  legend  which  occurs  most  readily  to 
the  modern  mind  is,  of  course,  that  of  Lohengrin.  Readers  of 
Sonthey  will  recall  his  ballad  of  Rudiger,  which  would  seem  to 
be  a variation  of  the  Lohengrin  story. 

It  is  well  to  understand  that  the  architecture  and  wall  pain- 
tings of  Neuschwanstein  represent  the  best  modern  art  of 
Germany.  Here  we  study  the  design  of  the  architect  Jank;  the 
paintings  of  Hauschild,  Aigner,  Spiel’s,  Piloty,  Munsch.  Many 
tourists  who  remember  the  Castle  of  Runkelstein,  near  Bozen, 
in  South  Tirol,  with  its  time-worn  frescoes,  will  now  feel  im- 
pelled to  make  a study  of  German  art  from  its  very  beginning, 
and  in  its  early  connection  with  Italian  art. 

In  the  wall  paintings  of  Neuschwanstein.  the  lovers  of 
German  literature  will  follow  with  delight  continuous  stories,  not 
only  of  Lohengrin,  but  of  Siegfried,  Tristan  and  Isolde,  Parzival. 
Walther  von  der  Vogelweide,  Hans  Sachs. 


The  Castle  of  H o h e n s c h w ang a u,  which  lies  below  that 
of  Neuschwanstein,  may  be  seen  in  the  afternoon,  after  the  wel- 
come dinner  at  the  Alpen  Rose  Inn.  This  castle  was  the  abode 
of  the  Bavarian  Queen  Mother  until  her  recent  death.  It  was 
built  by  King  Maximilian  II.,  father  of  the  late  King  Ludwig  II.. 
on  the  site  and  in  the  style  of  an  old  castle  with  memories  of 
Guelphs,  Hohenstaufens  and  Wittelsbachers.  A mellow  charm 
pervades  it,  and  the  visitor  lends  himself  readily  to  Karl  Stieler's 


Hohenschwangau. 


Neuschwanstein, 


mood  in  writing  of  Hiltibold,  the  Minnesinger,  who  once  dwelt 
within  the  walls  of  the  old  castle. 

»On  the  hill-top,  vine-embowered, 

Golden  harp  tones  sound  apart; 

And  Herr  Hiltibold  is  singing, 

‘Solitude,  how  sweet  thou  art 

All  the  four  winds  of  the  heavens. 

Rough  and  gentle,  cross  my  heart; 

In  the  forest,  by  the  waters, 

‘Solitude,  how  sweet  thou  art  1 

Through  the  azure  skies  above  me 

Does  a wild  swan  southward  dart, 

But  to  me  my  home  is  dearer  — 

‘Solitude,  how  sweet  thou  art!‘« 

{Translated  h(f  C.  H.  C,/ 

At  Hohenschwangati  we  study  the  work  of  Schwanthaler, 
Ruben,  Adam,  Neher,  Scheuchzer,  Lindenschmitt;  and  follow 
the  stories  of  the  Swan  Knights,  the  Hohenstaufens,  Autharis 
the  Lombard,  Theoderic  the  Goth  of  Verona  (Dietrich  von  Bern). 

The  inscription  ower  the  entrance  doorway  of  Hohen- 
schwangau  takes  the  traveller  at  once  from  the  ordinary  routine 
of  life  into  a realm  of  restful  fancy ; 

»Now  welcome,  wanderers,  ladies  fair. 

Let  sorrow  flee  away ; 

Let  Poltry  beguile  your  soul. 

And  charm  your  life  to-day. « 


* 


In  order  to  see  the  Castle  of  Linder  hot  it  is  customary 
to  return  to  Reutte,  spend  the  night  there,  and  drive  on  the 
following  morning,  by  a different  route,  to  Linderhof. 

This  castle  was  built  under  the  direction  of  King  Ludwig  II., 
and  designed,  in  Rococo  style,  by  Dollmann.  Without  posses- 
sing quite  the  artistic  value  of  the  other  castles,  or  the  historical 
associations  of  Hohenschwangati,  it  charms  us  with  its  gardens 


Fern  - Pass. 


and  grottoes,  its  tapestries,  carved  and  gilded  wood-work,  deli- 
cate pastelles,  and  so  forth. 


* 

^ * 

From  Linderhof  the  way  is  short  to  O b e r a m ni  e r g a u.  In 
Oberammergau  there  are  several  inns,  but  during  the  season  of 
the  Passion  Play,  all  the  families  who  can  do  so,  offer  lodgings 
to  visitors. 

The  performances  of  the  play  take  place  on  Sundays  and 
Saints’  Days,  in  the  open  air,  and  last  from  eight  in  the  morning 
until  five  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  intermission  of  about  one 
hour  at  noon. 

All  the  world  is  now  supposed  to  know  that  this  tenth 
year  Passion  Play  of  Oberammergau  originated  during  the  Thirty 
Year’s  War,  when  the  plague  broke  out  in  Bavaria,  and  spread 
to  this  village.  The  inhabitants,  in  great  fear,  vowed  that  if 
their  lives  might  be  spared,  they  would  perform  then,  and  every 
tenth  year  after,  »a  play  which  should  set  forth  the  life,  death, 
and  mediation  of  the  Redeemer*.  It  is  said  that  but  forty  of 
the  inhabitants  actually  died.  The  vow  was  thankfully  kept  then, 
in  1634,  and  has  been  adhered  to  ever  since. 

This  Passion  Play  is  a lineal  descendant  of  the  mediaeval 
miracle  plays.  In  1810  it  was  modernized  by  Othmar  Weifs, 
a monk  of  the  neighboring  Ettal  Monastery.  His  work  was  an 
adaptation  of  the  Bible  narrative.  At  the  same  time,  the  beauti- 
ful music  still  in  use  for  chorus  and  accompaniment  was  com- 
posed by  Rochus  Dedler,  the  village  schoolmaster.  Between  the 
years  1840 — 1850  the  text  was  again  revised  by  the  pastor  of 
the  village,  G.  Alois  Daisenberger. 

The  scope  of  the  play  is  a wide  one,  an  attempt  being 
made  to  reconcile  various  parts  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
subordinating  all  to  the  mission  of  Christ.  The  chorus,  similar 
to  that  of  the  Greek  drama,  enlightens  the  audience  as  to  the 
general  purport  of  the  play. 

The  actors  are  allowed  to  receive  only  a very  modest  sum 
for  their  services,  the  greater  part  of  the  proceeds  being  spent 
in  charity. 


There  are  in  this  Sacred  Drama  a sincerity  and  grandeur 
which  appeal  strongly  to  thoughtful  spectators. 

The  life  of  the  people  too,  is  most  interesting.  In  many 


families,  children  are  trained  from  an  easly  age  to  act  a truly 
religious  part  in  the  play,  and  it  has  been  thought  that  the 
study  involved  has  resulted  in  the  cultivation  of  special  virtues. 
However  this  may  be,  it  were  difficult  to  find  a more  single- 


hearted,  straightforward  community  than  the  people  of  Ober- 
ammergau.  Very  friendly  too  thev  are,  if  approached  in  the 
right  spirit.  We  might  say  that  they  show,  in  strong  relief,  the 
two  chief  characteristics  of  the  great  Germanic  race : a practical 
perseverance  which  enables  them  slowly  and  surelv  to  carrv 
out  some  definite  purpose,  and  an  imaginative  faculty  wich 
continually  lifts  their  higher  nature  into  a region  of  poetic 
thought. 

* 

* * 


The  return  from  Oberammergau  to  Innsbruck  may  be  made 
by  the  short  route  first  given. 

Before  one  has  driven  far,  the  Ettal  Church  and  Mona- 
stery attract  attention.  The  monastery  was  founded  in  1^30 
by  Ludwig  the  Bavarian,  Emperor  of  Germany,  on  the  occa- 
sion, it  is  said,  of  his  bringing  from  Italv  an  image  of  the 
Virgin  which  had  been  miraculously  bestowed  upon  him.  Since 
the  suppression  of  the  monastery  of  Ettal  (1803)  the  building 
has  been  used  partly  as  a brewery,  and  in  this  respect  the  occu- 
pation of  the  former  monks  has  not  been  disregarded,  for  thev 
were  famous  brewers.  Over  one  of  the  doorwavs„  there  still 
remains  an  old  inscription : 

»(jod  bless  the  beer  of  E'.ttal.> 

The  church  is  a handsome  one,  richly  painted  and  gilded 
within.  In  the  vestibule  hangs  a rhymed  inscription  relating 
he  Ettal  legend.  A play  has  been  written  bv  Pastor  Daisen- 
berger,  called,  »The  Founding  of  Ettal«,  and  it  is  often  acted 
by  the  people  of  Oberammergau. 

At  Partenkirchen  the  road  runs  very  near  the  majestic  Zug- 
spitze,  the  highest  mountain  in  Germany. 

Mittenwald  is  interesting  from  its  musical  associations,  having 
been,  from  time  immemorial , devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
the  very  finest  musical  instruments.  Here  are  also  striking  ex- 
amples of  naive  and  attractive  paintings  on  the  facades  of  the 
houses,  such  as  one  often  sees  in  Bavaria  and  Tirol. 


The  road  envers  Tirol  through  the  celebrated  Scharnitz 
Pass,  and  then  runs  on  to  Seefeld.  Not  long  after,  the  tra- 
veller beholds  once  more  the  now  familiar  village  of  Zirl, 
and  drives  past  the  Martinswand  and  the  Bavarian  Alps  to 
Innsbruck. 

By  the  undisguised  pleasure  with  which  he  finds  himself  at 
his  starting  point  again,  the  traveller  proves  that  he  has  begun 
to  feel,  as  so  many  have  felt  before  him,  the  potent  spell  of 

INNSBRUCK 


and  the  Inn  Valley. 


Printed  by  Wagner  printer  of  the  University,  Innsbruclt. 
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Cafes  and  restaurants: 


Cafe  Anich 

Cafe  Andreas  Hofer 

Cafe  Austria 

Bahnhof 

Cafe  Baumann 

Bierwastl 


Breinndssl 
Biirgerl.  Brauhaus 
Cafe  Central 
Deutsches  Cafe 
Cafe  Dornauer 
Cafe  Hierhammer 
Hofgarten 


Zum  Jorgele  (Peer) 

Cafe  Katzung 

Lowenhaus 

Cafe  Maximilian 

Stadtsale 

Cafe  Stockinger. 
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